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Shah Niwax considered it wrong to say that the entire orthodox opinion was opposed
to the Bill. Pandit Malaviya was wrong in saying that the evil was not so great. In
the speaker's opinion, tfae evil could not be worse. Dealing with the Moslem opposition,
the speaker quoted chapter and verse from Egyptian and Turkish law showing that
marriage between a boy under 18 and a girl under 15 was unlawful.
Mr. M, B. JAYAKAR urged immediate consideration oC the Bill. He confessed that
his task had been rendered difficult by the fact of bis having to go against what bis
leader Pandit Malaviya had suggested. He was practically in entire agreement with the
sentiments of Pandit Malaviya on the merits of the question, for he himself had learned
bis lessons at the feet of learned pandits and " mimamsas."
Pandit Malaviya had pleaded for a little more time for reconciling the views of tba
inpporters of the Bill with those of the orthodox party. He (the speaker) had a certain
amount of **dog sense" in political matters and be could predict, without fear, that at
tfae end of three months, or even three years, the orthodox party would never be recon-
ciled. Indeed, even then, there would be nothing but a repetition of the scenes that
occurred when Mian Sbah Nawaz was speaking, namely, a challenge by the orthodox
party that the Committee was not representative and that the evidence tendered before the
Consent Committee was one-sided and that, therefore, there should be another Committee
which would sift the whole body of evidence even as Mr. Acharya had hinted in one of
bis tabled amendments. So, therefore, even at the end of three years, the same cry
would be raised as was now being raised. It was too late for Pandit Malaviya
to have raised the cry that too deeply cherished religious eontiments were in the
measure and that, therefore, Government should have nothing to do with it, Deeply
religions sentiments were involv d in a greater measure wben a law was passed by tbe
old Imperial Council that a member of a Hindu joint family could become a Christian
and that Hindu widows could remarry. It was no use being guided by the Shastraa
in regard to this Bill. Text books had been quoted to show that the Bill was against
the Hindu religion. Those texts belonged to an age and scheme of life, the spirit of
which had long departed.
Mr. Jayakar quoted from the most authoritative exposition of the Vedanta saying
that it was only that text of the Vedas, whi^h accorded with people's notions of logic
and rationality, which must be followed—*nd not the entire text. So let this Assembly
follow what Hinduism bad done in the past and follow Baroda State where there was
a law like the one under consideration,
At tnig stage the House adjourned till Monday the 9fcb September.
TKe Hungct  Strike  Bill*
On the 9TH SEPTEMBER, which was a official day, Sir James Grerar; introduced
the Bill amending the Criminal Procedure Code, more comntonly known as the Hanger-
Strike Bill. In doing so he drew attention to wfcafc was contained in the statement ot
objects *ud reasons. The Government had Imped tfest tke circumstance* whfcb had ariaen
would change so as to avoid the Gtoverament introducing a Bill. In this hope the Govern-
ment were disappointed and they felt i t their duty to bring the Bill as one of very
definite urgency.
* The following is the text of the Bill :—Whereas it is expedient farther to amend
the Code of Criminal procedure of 1898 for the purpose hereinafter appearing, it is
hereby enacted as follows :—
I.	This act may be called the Code of Criminal Procedure (amendment) Ac* ol l$29»
II,	After Section 540A, of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 18S8 (hereinafter
referred to as the said code) the following section shall be inserted namely :•—        * , *
540B (I). At any stage of an inquiry or trial, under this code if tbe$i%eor
Magistrate is satisfied for reasons to be recorded that any accnaed in consequence of a
single act or a series of acts done or a course of conduct pursued by him after his arrest bla
volnntarily rendered himself incapable of remaining before tfae Court, such Judge or
Magistrate may, whether such accused is represented by a pleader or not, dispense witlj
bis attendance and proceed with the inquiry or trial in hi» absence.
 (2)	In any such inquiry op trial, where a plea is required in answer to a charge
from an absent accused whose attendance has been dispensed with uncler sub-section
(1) each accused shall be seemed not to plead guilty,
 (3)	Notwithstanding anything contained in this code no finding, sentence or order
passed in such inquiry or trial shall be held to be illegal by any court by reason of anj
omitsion or .irregularity whatsoever arising from the absence of any or all of the axxmaed
whose attendance has been dispensed with under sub-section,   (1)	* '"^

